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Brooks, Win The Shining Tides 
Morrow. June 25, 1952. $3.50. 

Win Brooks young Boston newspaper 
ing Tides his first novel and good one. will 
make excellent summer reading. The scene the gen- 
eral area Bourne, Massachusetts, which looks out 
Buzzards Bay. Strangely enough the reviewer read the 
novel for the first time during brief stay Bourne. 
rather amazing observe the accuracy with which 
Brooks has caught the rare combination salt, sea, 
sun, spirit and history which makes Cape Cod, simply, 
the Cape. The average reader will enjoy all this. But 
there special group men, the striped bass fisher- 
men, for whom the book will delight. His knowl- 
edge, zest and enthusiasm for that sport communi- 
cated rarely infectious way. 


The key figure old parish priest with weakness 
for striped bass fishing. The priest sketched with 
rare insight and with delicate appreciation the 
motivation, natural and supernatural 
who has worn himself out the service the Lord. 
Around the priest swirl four minor plots all which 
involve him impinges the lives the local 
characters. 


First there the story his fatherly yet unsuccessful 
care for Manuel Riba, unfortunate inadequate young 
who drowns his inferiority the local pub. 
Manuel, like all the characters, rather expertly drawn 
and the motivation spelled out with unusual effi- 
ciency and skill. 


The second plot Father O’Meara’s effort reclaim 
Clystie Harrow. The lost daughter Whitcomb Sears, 
eccentric old townie, she back the town but 
unidentified. Her career has led her into the movies; 
caught Europe the war she became spy for the 
Allies. Now confused and broken spiritually, she 
back home with illegitimate son. Maddox, the chief 
the local Coast Guard station, attracted her. 
The solution her adjustment life and the 
church the principle story the novel. 


third plot involves Cal Knight, young vet who 
operates fishing boat. meets and wins Stormy 
Force, the daughter retired professor. 


The fourth strand the novel the life and adven- 
tures Honnus, giant striped bass which eludes all 
would-be takers. The story the fish, its natural 
habitat, its feeding habits and its fight against the 
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LITERARY GUILD—JULY SELECTION 


fishermen excellent reading. Some this material 
gathered separate book would fine reading for 
young boys, and boys not young. 


The Shining Tides good first novel. The char- 
acterization unusually well done. The dialogue 
sure, natural and effective. The motivation ade- 
quate, intelligent and sensitive. The reviewer might 
take exception some few remarks which seemed un- 
necessarily vulgar irreverent. The book likewise suf- 
fers from too much material with the result that not 
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all the parts tie well they might. Taken 
whole, the average adult will find Shining Tides excel- 
lent summer reading. The initiate fishermen will 
enthralled. More than this, good anticipate 
what will come the future from talented story- 


teller. 
Rev. James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


McKnight, John The Papacy: New Appraisal 
Rinehart. June 19, 1952. 437p. $5.00. 


This curious book. Unlike Paul Blanshard’s works, 
written with obvious sincerity yet replete with 
misunderstandings, false interpretations and inappro- 
priate admonitions that will not only amuse but of- 
fend Catholics. Nor will please those opposed 
the Church because the author expresses admiration 
for. Pius XII and his pontificate that amazing 
unexpected. 


For five years John McKnight was Associated Press 
Correspondent Rome. During this time had oc- 
casion meet Pius XII several times and report the 
important news events Vatican City. Aware the 
vital role the Church playing the world-wide 
struggle against atheistic Communism, was con- 
sumed desire explain the Catholic Church 
his fellow Americans. This job could not entrusted 
Catholics because they are hampered subtle 
“thought control”, are always apologetes, not historians. 
Thus, McKnight, liberal Protestant journalist, under- 
took task that has tested the erudition scholars. 


His principal objective examine the political and 
temporal influence the Church. But this influence 
stems from the religious faith and teachings Rome 
and here that plunges off the deep end. 
appears have concept the supernatural except 
that distorted and completely erroneous notion derived 
from Frazer’s Golden Bough. The dogmatic content 
religion chiefly superstition; only the moral and social 
aspects appeal him. Thus, “thoughtful Christians 
accept the philosophic dictum that ‘all ultimate reli- 
gious ideas are logically inconveivable’.” Ishtar, 
Isis, Anath, Kali, Cybele, Demeter, Ceres, the Bona 
Dea, Kwanyin, men have all times and places wor- 
shiped the Great Mother, the principle feminine 
fertility: Catholicism supplies the Virgin Mary, ele- 
vated through the centuries virtual parity with her 
divine Son.” “The impressive processes canoniza- 
tion are course picturesque survivals man’s age-old 
practice deifying his Holy Eucharist 
“recalls theophagy”. “The potency the doctrine 
infallibility consists its very enormity. Her doctors 
the Roman Church service when, often now, 
they cry down the import this new article dogma; 
they better flaunt all its staggering far-reach- 
ingness. For Pius Ninth very well knew, just 
the dumbfounding the intellect that its import con- 


This last quotation makes patent that the author has 
patience with theological explanations Catholic 
doctrine. The principles the Catholic Faith are not 
what the Church teaches but what conceives them 


Brooks McKnight Maugham 


Best SELLERs 


lowing Gibbon, states that “witnesses the 
miracles Christ were permitted, beyond the limits 
Palestine, seal with their blood the truth their 
open denial St. Peter’s martyrdom 
Vatican Hill. The most distinguished Protestant his. 
torian, Hans Lietzmann, admits that St. Peter was 
martyred Rome. 

baldly asserts that there were clergy the early 
Church, that “politics chiefly justified the popes’ predi- 
lection for the Jesuits, those trained, resourceful mili- 
tants whose usefulness intrigue 
masters overlook their casuistry the confessional”, 
that ‘simple country priest’ like Pius X—however 
good, however holy—can longer measure the 
demands the papacy”, that Archbishop Pacelli 
duced concordat with the Reich government” (it was 
with Prussia), that “Pius crowned Victor Emmanuel 
III emperor Ethiopia”. These and numerous other 
historical errors could have been avoided McKnight 
had consulted authoritative and reliable sources but 
resorts authors like Will Durant, George Piana, 
Avro Manhattan, Santayana, all 
away Catholics. 


This indeed unfortunate because the pages 
votes journalistic account Pius XII’s pontificate 
and his efforts for international peace are full 
terest and information. also honest enough 
admit that “Protestant objections accrediting 
American diplomat the Vatican City State appear, 
the light the present world situation, 
But despite all his esteem for the present Pontiff, 
concludes his book describing Pacelli modern 
man set down dank maze dusty dogma, musty 
custom, dark superstition and 
tism”. not impugn McKnight’s good will but 
his ignorance things Catholic makes his book un- 
acceptable. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Maugham, Somerset 


Doubleday. June 12, 1952. 156p. $2.75. 

read Maugham’s three “original stories” 
three screenplays, also included this book, derived 
from them and then see the current movie the 
same title experience brief liberal education 
the techniques related arts. Not one these stories 
Ant and the Grasshopper”, “Winter Cruise” 
and “Gigolo and distinguished style 
content, short, memorable. 


issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
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Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
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sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1952, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Author and Review 


Book and Classification 
Cousin Rachel (IIb) 
The Caine Mutiny 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) 

The Gown Glory 
Lieutenant Hornblower (1) 

The Swimming Pool (1) 

The Son Adam (IIb) 
Hold Back the Night (Ila) 

SPQR 

The President’s Lady (Ila) 


Maurier 


The Sea Around 

U.S. Confidential 

Mr. President (1) 

Adventures Two Worlds (Ila) 
Elizabeth the Queen (I) 


Crawford 


superb craftsman whose carpentry always obvious 
and yet somehow always successful. interesting 
observe the changes the script writers made the 
text; how, for example, single sentence “The Ant 
and the Grasshopper” gives rise several scenes 
the shooting script. The screenplay omits the flat 
grossness Cruise”, and its observance box 
office taboo improves and subtilizes Maugham’s original 
story. The disillusioned stoicism and neo-paganism 
the stories take entirely new quality (in the final 
story happy, rather than sour and tragic, ending) 
the scripts. Students technique will not wish 
pass the book, but everyone else will find consider- 
ably greater entertainment value the movie. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


Lancaster, Bruce The Secret Road 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. June 16, 1952. 259p. $3.50. 
Insofar the American Revolutionary and Civil Wars 
are concerned Bruce Lancaster has now written separate 
novels battle and espionage for each. His latest 
story tale intelligence and counter-intelligence 
work Washington’s Army climaxed the timely 
discovery Arnold’s plans betray West Point. The 
“secret road” the line communications from New 
York City, through Long Island and into Connecticut; 
from Robert Townsend New York Benjamin Tall- 
madge Connecticut and thence Washington’s 
Headquarters. 


When Captain Grant Ledyard accidentally escapes his 
British captors New York harbor stumbles upon 
Robert Townsend who sends him via Austin Roe and 
Caleb Brewster over the “secret road” Major Tall- 
madge that may rejoin the American Army. 
When Grant arrives Fairfield, Connecticut, 
enlisted his fellow dragoon Benjamin Tallmadge 
the intelligence corps. Invisible ink and 
secret cipher, planted information and dangerous trips 
into enemy territory, establishment signal posts and 
transfer information, fact, all the workings 


Lancaster.— Morgan 


cloak and dagger espionage system are faithfully re- 
corded the series adventures which befall Grant. 


Naturally, two girls come into the story—Laurel Done, 
posing pacifist and, unknown Grant, really 
British agent together with her uncle Jethroe Hollis, 
Connecticut assemblyman, the first and Grant loses 
his heart her immediately. She plays him skillfully 
and dupes him time two before she unmasked. 
trip into British lines Grant meets Polly Morgan, 
who replaces Laurel his heart. Tallmadge and Led- 
yard uncover evidence Arnold’s treachery and 
Major Andre’s identity. They block the plan but ar- 
rive too late capture the escaping Arnold. Then, 
dangerous mission, Grant uncovers evidence 
plan ambush and steal shipment French gold 
the American Army. foiled, Laurel and Hollis 
and Grant united with Polly the story 
ends. 


exciting adventure story Mr. Lancaster’s latest 
his usual standard. swiftly-paced, exciting, 
well-plotted and smoothly written. 
background seems accurate enough and the parallelisms 
between secret service those and these days are in- 
teresting. The book suitable for all classes readers. 


* * * 


Morgan, Thomas Faith Weapon 
Putnam. June 13, 1952. 278p. $3.75. 

Under the title, Faith Weapon, Thomas Morgan 
has really given two there impres- 
sionistic picture Holy Year pilgrimages Rome. 
The author gives colorful narratives about various 
national groups and the reception granted them the 
Holy Father. The second book evaluation the 
European Catholic against Com- 
munism. This likewise impressionistic, consisting 
selected facts rather than full account. 


The Holy-Year stories should edifying and interest- 
ing many Catholics. Some will find them 
chance either relive their own experience enjoy 
vicarious pilgrimage. There are many vignettes 
which may appeal readers, especially those whe like 
have serious ideas served with light touch. 


More objections will raised the evaluation the 
Church’s counter-attack against Communism. The 
author quite optimistic, probably unduly terms 
the facts adduces. seems underestimate 
the serious appeal Communism those who have 
hope. Likewise, takes for granted that certain 
loyalty the Church may sufficient keep Cath- 
olics from the wiles the Communist Party. over- 
looks the fact that Communist ideas and propaganda 
often take root, even when the subject does not carry 
Party card. 


illustration this point may found the dia- 
logue Father Morlion with group unemployed 
workers (pp. 98-104). was very interesting, even 
touching spots. But compared with the thunder 
Pope Pius his two social encyclicals, Father Mor- 
lion was speaking sotto voce. showed interest 
the workers, but had basic answer for their prob- 
lems. 
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Steen Timmermans Maxwell 


The roots Communism Western Europe are deep 
and will take equally deep remedies kill them off. 
Likewise the threat the Faith Eastern Europe 
earnest and deadly. The author does not seem 
realize how imminent the danger national apostasy. 
His touch too light and casual for such fearful 


tragedies. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Steen, Marguerite Jehovah Blues 
Doubleday. June 12, 1952. 282p. $3.50. 

Jehovah Blues completes trilogy which started with 
The Sun Undoing. This third volume con- 
cerned with the romance Aldebaran Flood, last 
famous English shipping dynasty which, having made 
its fortune the slave trade, lived down its unheroic 
beginnings great abolition reforms patriotic 
service. Beautiful Aldebaran, successful novelist 
her twenties, about make lecture tour the 
United States. Before she sails she pressed for 
answer the proposal Orlando Sax, son the 
Marquess Mildenhall. 


But there mystery Aldebaran’s past, one which 
gradually unfolds she conducts relentless search 
for Lee Marion, composer the still popular jazz classic, 
“Jehovah Blues”. Driven the necessity find Lee, 
her first love, and clarify her feelings about him, she 
hunts nightly dives and dope joints throughout the 
cities which she lectures. 


the end her tour, Aldebaran visits Charles- 
town plantation, where she meets with new facets 
the color question, culminating “race incident’, all 
which deepens her mingled desire and fear clear 
the secret she has kept for many years. 


Paris, finally, she meets her first love again, amid 
conflicting emotions which leave her still more con- 
fused. But the ever-faithful Orlando, the best high- 
handed male fashion, convinces her that the past 
done and she must accept herself product it. 
gather that they together happy future 
which Aldebaran will dabble the Flood business 
interests and write better novels. 


There may mild curiosity the part those 
who have hitherto followed the Flood fortunes see 
what adventures this tough and rather 
tagonist the third volume encounters, but even they 
will easily survive without such knowledge. Because 
fusely with profanity, this reviewer does not see any 
reason recommend Jehovah Blues anyone. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, 


Timmermans, Felix The Perfect Joy St. Francis 
Translated from the Flemish Raphael 
Straus Young. June 13, 1952. 344p. $3.50. 

This simple little book reads just like story—a folk 
tale. filled with humor, pathos, and strange 
kind beauty, the beauty suffering and sainthood. 
For that very reason seems very much like the 


Best SELLERs 


life St. Francis must have been reality. When 
one thinks the heavy and carefully documented 
tomes this subject—necessary though they may be— 
one cannot but help contrast this one favorably and 
express gratitude that the author has written it. Surely 
book for anyone who does not really know 
Francis begin with. his soul stands out 
beam sunlight—the fire and poetry the little brown 
man sparkle and gleam through these little singing 
stories until the reader feels that has been 
duced living man, astonishing man, the trouba- 
dor saintliness and suffering. might called 
torical fiction, though that term seems ponderous for 
such simple tales. Yet that what is—a novelized 
life the saint. The author says: “This the way 
visualized these events after had books which 
the scholars have written about his beautiful life. 
saw the scenes unfold that vision has truly 
Franciscan quality, combination artistry, 
and simplicity that have made very lovely book. 
After reading it, one should ready undertake more 
solemn studies the Franciscans with some degree 
understanding. Because this will make most 
useful addition the shelves any high school col- 
lege library. word compliment surely due the 
translator. Suffice say that does not read like 
translation all. The graceful, flowing, easy, 
tentious style goes simply unnoticed like native 
lish. altogether fine work, whose art lies the 
very apparent lack it. 


Rev. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Maxwell, Gavin Harpoon Venture 
Viking. June 16, 1952. 304p. $4.75. 

The dream Major Gavin Maxwell, fantastic 
may have appeared during the Battle Britain blitz, 
did actually develop after his discharge from the service 
into something wider than had conjectured. The 
original purpose purchasing isle the Hebrides 
had been lead retired life. The step itself 
passed the launching business—the basking shark 
fishery. 


this book, from the initial fantasy, see the 
velopment the business through trial error, 
through misfortune amounting heartbreak 
tial success, the ultimate sale the enterprise and 
its dissolution. But the fate the enterprise not 
what holds the reader. the shark itself, and the 
hunting it. The monster, weighing tons, just under 
thirty feet length, spectacular fish, and would 
slow blood that did not pulse the movements 
boat from which Major Maxwell first made 
kill. 


There enough here adventure alone keep the 
average adult completely interested. Students 
life will find wealth detail, including summarized 


report biologists, little known subject. Above 
and beyond this the fact that Major Maxwell 
extremely literate man whose mind, apparently, 
nothing alien. The scenes the Hebrides are first 


rate pictorial work. Reflections upon the teleology 
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animals might cause some dispute, but all good 
temper. evidence given sincere thinking, 
and the prose reveals that the author mean 
handler the written word. 


photographs, dramatic and very apropos, 
simply add much more fine book. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Hoenen, Peter, S.J. 

Reality and Judgment According St. Thomas 

Translated Henry Tiblier, S.J. Regnery. June 16, 
1952. $6.00. 
Inasmuch St. Thomas Aquinas never wrote treatise 
expressly devoted epistemology, his modern disciples 
have been compelled reconstruct his theory knowl- 
edge the basis brief, incidental remarks which 
occur widely scattered portions his work. Un- 
questionably had definite and detailed theory 
the judgment, but the exact nature his teaching 
there not yet any general agrement among scholars. 
The most detailed interpretation thus far appear 
English the present translation work Fr. 
Hoenen, the Gregorian University Rome, which 
was first published French 1946. 


Like most modern Thomists, Fr. Hoennen holds that 
the intellect every judgment implicity aware its 
own capacity for truth, for the judgment itself arises out 
prior consideration the simple apprehension 
its noetic character. Various types judgment, Fr. 
Hoenen explains, result from various types reflection 
the simple apprehension. The most primitive re- 
flection, maintains, focuses the content the 
apprehension and exhibits abstract relations between 
mathematical essences, such that “the whole 
greater than its part”, that “the extended divis- 
further and more profound reflection, ob- 
serves, penetrates the very nature the intellect 
the faculty being, and leads the formulation 
metaphysical principles (e.g., “being 
third type reflection, the intellect can turn back 
not merely upon itself but upon the sensory perception 
whence drew its original data, and thus elicit judg- 
ment the actual existence some singular object 
the physical order. Finally, yet fourth type 
the intellect can perceive the soul the 
substantial principle the cognitive act. inter- 
esting comparison between St. Thomas and Descartes, 
Fr. Hoenen shows that there sense which Thom- 
ists can subscribe the Cartesian formula, think, 
therefore am”. 


The most novel contribution the present work per- 
haps the treatment mathematical first principles, 
which, according the author, are the true first prin- 
ciples the human any judicial act, 
maintains, one discerns through the simple appre- 
hension certain necessary relationships 
essences. The most primitive judgments there- 
fore bear the necessary properties which pertain 
Matter insofar extended. These judgments are 
universal, not singular; they involve not actual, but 
merely possible, existence. Only after validation 
such intuitions does Fr. Hoenen proceed consider 


the metaphysical first principles. judgments in- 
volving the actual existence perceived objects, 
maintains that they cannot critically vindicated 
without far more complex process, involving the re- 
flections already referred and further reflection 
upon the activity the senses. Ultimately, order 
distinguish between external sensation and mere 
phantasy, Fr. Hoenen relies upon the perception 
one’s own activity transforming the surrounding 
world. From this activity, contends, one get prac- 
tical knowledge the externally actual, analogous 
the “knowledge vision” which God knows the 
world produced Him. 


whether Fr. Hoenen has correctly analyzed the 
nature the existential judgment, and whether has 
faithfully interpreted the doctrine St. Thomas, there 
will course considerable controversy. Some will 
find that the author makes the knowledge actual 
existence more difficult and complicated than fact 
the case. will generally conceded, however, that 
has made significant contribution Thomistic 
epistemology. displays happy combination 
erudition and philosophic acumen, and fully documents 
every phase his argument with relevant quotations 
from the Angelic Doctor. 


While too technical appeal the casual reader, the 
present work will useful for advanced students 
logic and epistemology. undergraduate courses, 
will serve supplementary text for reference. The 
translator has given clear and accurate rendition 
the original. has also appended, translation, 
valuable article Fr. Boyer, S.J., text from the 
Veritate which St. Thomas treats truth 


human knowledge. 
Avery Dulles, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Runes, Dagobert 
God, The Devil and The Jews 
Philosophical Library. 1952. 186p. $3.00. 


God, The Devil and The Jews extremely 
cult book review. sincerely written evidenced 
the impassioned spirit which animates its pages—an 
enthusiasm which sometimes has led its author make 
illogical conclusions, and substitute personal bias 
place objectivity. Moreover, skillfully written 
with ease style which readily holds the reader’s 
interest. God, The Devil and The Jews cannot 
condemned technical format. 

thought-content, however, Dagobert Runes’ latest 
work popular philosophy approaches 
not that the author deliberate such presenta- 
tion. Much what says concerning human failings 
and man’s need God properly stated. But the 
over-all effect these thirty-four interrelated essays 
creates portrait God which grotesque, and de- 
scription Christian man which erroneous. 

This book not, one might suspect, apologia for 
Judaism, although reiteration Jewry’s place 
honor the Divine predilection made. rather 
attempt explode the historical theory that Chris- 
tianity has been the most potent force which underlies 
the development civilization. 


“prove” his thesis, Dagobert Runes rejects the con- 
ventional Christian concept God and His Providence, 
and reduces Christian belief the level folk-legend. 
His complaint falls familiarly the ears his readers: 
“If Christianity Divine origin and therefore God- 
given philosophy life, how that Christians have 
practiced and are now practicing slavery, anti-semitism, 
intolerance and other base customs?” 


Although Runes ridicules cherished Catholic concepts 
Mary, monasticism, celibacy, and sex, his greatest 
satire exerted against Protestant Christianity which 
generally equates with hypocrisy. many these 
sallies, Runes forgoes the philosopher’s expected reason- 
ing practices and makes statements fact which are 
plainly and obviously wrong any research can prove. 


This book destined for limited audience. One 
trusts that the author’s reputation will not cause 
become another harmful volume world which 
seeking truth and not trash. 

Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Gordimer, Nadine The Soft Voice the Serpent 
Simon Schuster. 1952. 244p. $3.50. 


Miss Nadine Gordimer, young writer still her 
twenties, lives and works South Africa. South 
Africa, with the hard light its landscape and its 
racial injustice, affords her with her subject matter, 
topical references with that touch the unaccustomed 
which readers (particularly reviewers) often mistake 
for the mark unusual, perhaps unique, talent. The 
short stories that make this volume owe perhaps 
more stylized way viewing emotions, rigidly 
controlled evaluation experience, than they 
the South African scene. They are less skillful for 
that, but Miss Gordimer’s extreme sophistication 
style tends make her indigenous material almost 
irrelevant. 

the title story young man whose leg has been am- 
putated seated his garden. The core the story 
concerns his natural sensibilities, his conscious efforts 
win through the “day would find that had 
achieved what wanted: would feel had 
always been like that”. and his wife one day see 
locust the garden and happen notice that the 
insect also missing leg. Together they draw comfort 
from its courage and adaptibility until suddenly dis- 
appears: “They had forgotten that locusts can fly”. 
“The Train from Rhodesia” uses slight but significant 
incident; man shows off his “cleverness” before 
woman beating down native over the price 
trinket. The story ends with these words: “The train 
had cast the station like skin. called out the 
sky, I’m coming, I’m coming; and again, there was 
answer.” these stories human feeling and emotion 
are opposed the “bland unreality” things. 
“The Kinder Thing Do” young grirl kills 
wounded bird “like woman limi- 
tations are the heart the dilemma: “If you search 
one face, you turn back another.” Only one story 
baldly symbolic: Talisman”, essay “the 


Gordimer Shaw Maurier 


power clothes” would persuade that the wearing 


Best 


certain dress controls the wearer’s actions. When 
the wearer becomes seriously ill she notices that the 
dress “has gone into little holes, all over”. The 
thor’s mannered style and the antinomianism some 
the stories should restrict the book’s readership 
the discriminating adult reader. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Shaw, Artie The Trouble with Cinderella 
Farrar, Straus Young. May 23, 1952. 394p. $3.75. 


The trouble with Cinderella that her story simply 
not true. She may rise from rags riches; she may 
beautiful; she may have Romance; she may have 
Prestige. But that doesn’t mean that she’s going live 
happily ever after, even for little while. Ask Artie 
Shaw. 

Born Abraham Isaac Arshawshy, poor Jew, the 
Lower East Side New York, worked his way 
the top the (popular) musical heap, married suc- 
cession beautiful women, and became reigning 
celebrity. one point was making thirty thousand 
dollars week. Yet, this reviewer understands him, 
was unhappy practically the entire time. 

The Trouble with Cinderella Mr. Shaw’s account 
his personal, internal history. calls it, the 
title, Outline Identity”. short, the book 
chronological account his career but rather 
description his efforts come terms with himself 
and with the world. has had hard row hoe. 


Mr. Shaw brutally frank about his own mistakes and 
about his fumbling efforts toward intellectual and spir- 
itual enlightenment. his younger days, for example, 
went through Hemingway, Dreiser and O’Neill— 
and then settled back, thinking that had read the 
three major American writers! soon learned 
avoid such embarrassing errors, but the lack firm 
educational foundation apparent much what 
has say even now. 
Mr. Shaw has considerable intellectual curiosity, but 
ends note barren stoicism that disappointing, 
say the least. does not mention God religion 
immortality. does not seem aware the grand 
philosophical issues. One would suggest, especially 
earnest Ulysses he, that there are further seas 
explore. has come far and learned much. Why 
not continue the voyage? 
Herzer, 


Department English, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Maurier, Daphne 
The Young George Maurier 

Doubleday. May 1952. 307p. $4.50. 
This selection, with running commentary Miss 
Maurier, the popular novelist, the letters 
young Victorian artist, the editor’s grandfather. 
letters were written George Maurier’s mother, 
his future wife, and members his circle, from 1860 
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1867, Maurier’s years struggle artist. 


Some time later the vastly popular novels Trilby and 
Peter Ibbetson were come from Maurier’s facile, 
romantic pen. his granddaughter demonstrates 
her comments, and the letters show for themselves, 
the young Maurier had the engaging personal quali- 
ties which were make his books popular. They show 
him earnest artist trying desperately, and finally with 
success, get foothold with Punch and other maga- 
zines illustrator. Although many the letters 
concern “the disagreeable necessity” obtaining “tin” 
(for Maurier was always short money the 
early years), there whining self-pity. George 
Maurier steered his way between “people who pet 
artist” and the strutting bohemians who made 
cult themselves art. Although knew 
many famous men, was remarkably independent 
and his own. really have bump reverence, 
and love worship heroes,” wrote, “but think 
the whole that not care mix with them.” 
George Maurier was typical Victorian all but 
his talent; his letters depict affectionate son and 
husband and very engaging young man. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Battistini, Lawrence The Background Asia 
Sophia University Press, Tokyo, 1952. 282p. $2.95. 
Considering the aroused interest the West the 
continent Asia, not wondered that spate 
textbooks dealing with that subject should ap- 
pearing University presses. Mr. Battistini new- 
comer the field. His foreword tells that has 
excluded from the scope his work reference the 
Near East, Iran, Arabia, and Afganistan since these 
regions “have been rather completely isolated from the 
historical currents the rest Asia and have been 
linked historically the Mediterranean area”. Very 
good. Moreover, the preface modestly disclaims any 
more ambitious attempt the part the author than 
that providing concise and understandable back- 
ground for those who desire briefing Asia. 


Albeit this reviewer believes that the title the book 
has been poorly chosen. The principal merit the 
book (and not inconsiderable one) its crisp 
lucid presentation the basic facts Western inter- 
with the modern historical development 
Japan, China and India. Such background the au- 
thor affords the reader incidental this other and 
compelling assignment. reporter events 
their proper chronological prospective, Mr. Battis- 
work truly concise, readable and objective. 
does not scintillate, least the general public will 
find adequate and accurate. ask any more 
historical primer, would unfair. 


regretted, however, that the author did not 
choose make haste more slowly. The text lacks 
index, though does carry few pages notes and 
selected bibliography recommended readings. The 
Pages are not cluttered with footnotes. The reader 
urged look elsewhere for elaboration not found 
the body the text. The author makes pretence 


Battistini Jaegher 


being original. The book devoid any interpre- 
tive evidence aid which the reader might able 
derive conclusions from the facts. Gandhi dis- 
posed one brief paragraph, Sun-Yat-Sen two 
and the Truce Talks get three. Only the author 
comes down the last pages the book does inter- 
ject personal point view. summed this 
one sentence—“Decency well expediency dictate 
that the West accept the East basis absolute 
equality and human dignity.” which this reviewer 


can only add—Amen. 
Harry Kirwin, Ph.D., 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Jaegher, Raymond and Kuhn Irene Corbally 
The Enemy Within 
Doubleday. Mar. 13, 1952. 314p. $3.75. 


The lot missionary has not always been happy 
one. knows that leaving his native land for for- 
eign shores volunteers undergo life privation 
the limits which are often mercifully spared from 
his view. days gone by, assignment China, 
however, had its compensations that the charm and 
affection the people helped considerably lighten 
the average missionary’s burden. Some few exploited 
the prestige their office advance the imperialist 
cause action. Others, far the greater number, 
both Catholic and Protestant, lived heroic lives and 
died martyrs’ deaths the service the Chinese 
people. Father Jaegher’s moving account must for- 
ever remain the classic apologia for the right and the 
privilege the missionary work fields afar. 


any one fact clear from perusal this book 
this: the last ten twenty years the State Depart- 
ment either lost touch with American missionaries 
China deliberately chose ignore their existence 
when came time implement this country’s China 
policy. One interview with Father Jaegher would 
have done much disabuse the Department its 
woolly notions about the Chinese Communists, pro- 
vided had mind listen. fairness the De- 
partment let said that its previous contacts with 
missionaries have not always been productive good 
results. The Catholic missionary apart—the missionary 
has had his day court. Certainly from 1913 when 
Woodrow Wilson repudiated the International Con- 
sortium until the outbreak the Sino-Japanese war 
1937, either both the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Board Missions completely dominated the Far East- 
ern policy the United States. 

that may, Father Jaegher knows only this— 
that the Communists managed seize the Chinese 
revolutionary movement and that, whether design 
accident, they achieved this immense triumph 
thanks part the disinclination inability the 
“experts” comprehend the nature the conflict 
being waged the Far, East. Certainly can 
read this book and not realize how cleverly the Com- 
munists managed hoodwink the opposition till the 
moment was opportune. Certainly one can read 
this book and not impressed with the fact that Com- 
munism best breeds the misery another’s making. 
There would have been Communist triumph 


ther, 
1860 


Anne Frank: the Diary Young Girl 


China know today there had been Sino- 
Japanese war. Famine, drought, disease and suffering, 
all these things invite the enemy within. 


This remarkable book. The correlation between 
its co-authors excellently done. Nor there any 
bitterness the telling the story, though Father 
Jaegher had good cause embittered. Even re- 
porting about the most revolting barbarities the Com- 
munists, fights hard preserve that equanimity 
spirit which the mark the man God. Hence, 
there balance the writing, humor where another 
less hopeful man would turn cynic, climax that does 
not degenerate into bathos. Lieutenant General Albert 
Wedemeyer calls one the most highly instruc- 
tive books has ever read. Some may carp the 
authors’ obvious predilection for Chiang Kai-Shek and 
the cause the Nationalist government. one can 
deny that one the best eyewitness accounts 
Communist methodology practiced China that 
will the privilege the AMERICAN public read. 


Harry Kirwin, Ph.D., 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Anne Frank: the Diary Young Girl 

Translated from the Dutch Mooyaart-Doubleday; 
with introduction Eleanor Roosevelt. Doubleday. 
June 16, 1952. 285p. $3.00. 

most the personal narratives war victims which 
have had far, there has been reassurance and 
relief for the reader the thought that the writer lived 
through his degrading experiences tell about them. 
What makes this diary teen-age Jewish girl un- 
bearably poignant the reader’s knowledge the page 
upon page adolescent introspection that Anne 
Frank’s day dreams, her energy and drive, and her un- 
usually fine mind ended the concentration camp 
Bergen-Belsen, two short months before her adopted 


country was liberated. 


When the Gestapo plundered the old warehouse 
which Anne, her parents, sister, another married couple 
and their son, and dentist, had hidden for two years, 
they contemptuously left behind heap refuse 
the diary which Anne had recorded daily occur- 
rences from her thirteenth birthday two months after 
her fifteenth anniversary. The external events she 
wrote about are interesting themselves: her parents’ 
comfortable situation Germany until Hitler’s Jewish 
persecution forced their flight Holland where her 
father established successful business venture; the 
German occupation Holland with all its humiliating 
restrictions upon Jews; the sixteen-year-old daughter’s 
call-up which prompted the family’s disappearance; life 
thereafter three small rooms the company’s ware- 
house annex, with its distortions, apprehensions and 


read the domestic arrangements (the dentist 
slept Anne’s room, and adjustment had 
worked out about the hours when each might use the 
table); young Peter slept the attic. Four black-mar- 
ket coupon books enabled some the trusted Dutch 


employees bring food them during noon hours 


warning. 


Best 


and weekends—except when these people were 
and unable come. cupboard nailed the 
trance their hiding place would disguise from 
unfriendly eyes, they hoped. certain hours all sound 
must suppressed. Sole daily contact with the out 
side world came through powerful radio the 
pany office, which they descended each night until 
the instrument had handed over the 
tion. Surprisingly few complaints about food crept into 
the diary, though occasional entries tell continued 
breadless, fatless days, and the “food cycles” when 
their helpers could bring only one kind vegetable for 
whole periods—now endive, now spinach, “followed 
Kohlrabi, salsify, cucumbers, tomatoes, sauerkraut, etc. 
For instance, it’s really disagreable eat lot 
kraut for lunch and supper each day, but you 
you are hungry”. Later their days the refuge were 
running out, more serious note struck: “We, who 
get nothing but two spoonsful porridge for our break- 
fest and tummies were empty that they were 
positively rattling, we, who get nothing but half-cooked 
spinach (to preserve the vitamins) and rotten potatoes 
day after day, we, who get nothing but lettuce, cooked 
raw, spinach and yet again spinach our hollow 
stomachs. Perhaps may yet grow strong 
Popeye, but don’t see much sign 


But the revelation spiritual damage caused 
the two years’ strain which the most compelling phase 
the book. Anne wrote, often without understanding 
the underlying reason, the bickering that arose among 
the fugitives, the shortening perspective, the petty 
selfishness, the self-pity which she herself indulged 
often, the clash personalities which had escape 
from each other. Only beginning aware her 
self, and immersed the loneliness adolescence, she 
longed “understood”, have confidante with 
whom share this budding awareness. Dear her 
father was her, could not supply what she needed. 
With her mother she had little sympathy. For period, 
young Peter absorbed her emotions, but eventually with 
almost incredible precocity she recognized his 
clination lean upon her and lost some her 
terest him. Throughout the book glimpses are given 
her increasing maturity, physical and mental, though 
the numerous notes “love affairs” from kindergarten 
days never lose their innocent artlessness. Especially 
pitiful are her craving for outdoors and her yearning for 
laughter, both cut off, the reader realizes, forever. So, 
too, the upsurging hope with which the group greeted 
news the Allied invasion Europe. 


spite that fact that police attention 
called the building intruders’ attempts break 
in, apparently the raid the inmates came without 
The last entry Anne’s diary dated 
August 1944; the translator says the arrest came 
August 4th. the eight people carried off, only 
Anne’s father returned. 


war document, the book valid and interesting. 
picture adolescence with its bewildering range 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Counterfeit Wife 


Halliday, Brett 
Dell. 192p. $0.25. 


There little recommend this new Michael Shayne 
com. story, except that happens “tough” without 
until being obnoxious. The hard-drinking, indestructible 
private dick gets mixed with phoney money, kid- 
into napping, too many murders and the usual, (for him), 
inued stinkers Miami locale. Peter Painter, 
when Will Gentry and Tim O’Rourke figure their standard 
for roles hostile dumb policeman, friendly smart police- 
man, and sinewy alcoholic reporter respectively. The 
plot complicated enough, but incredibly so. How- 
ever, two-bit detective story fans cannot too demand- 
and probably will find this one not smooth and 
certainly not salacious the cover would suggest. 
Dell one the few pocket-edition publishers that 
rely lurid and lewd covers sell their 
were needlessly. 
tatoes 
Crane, Milton (Editor Great Short Stories 
Bantam Books. 624p. $0.35. 
Fifty short stories for cents recommends this Bantam 
Book teachers Freshman English Classes 
eminently practical and economical answer ‘text- 
phase prices. The selection ranges from Poe John 
nding Collier, and includes samples Conrad, Schnitzler, 
mong Checkhov, James Joyce, Maugham, O.Henry, Ring 
Petty Saroyan, Kipling, Hawthorne, Forster, 
Frank O’Connor, Stevenson, Katherine Mansfield, 
scape Virginia Woolf, Hemingway, Saki, Pushkin, Thurber, 
Henry James, Edith Wharton, White and others. 
she one author rates two entries; the variety au- 
het reader, and one the publications that gives Ban- 
tam Books and other pocket-size editions raison 
eric 
Pirandello, Luigi Naked Masks 
Dutton. (Everyman Library No. 647-A.) 386p. $1.25. 
given 
Five the Italian dramatist’s plays are here edited 
yarten Eric Bentley who supplies the preface. The collection 
cially modelled the recent Milano edition the same 
for plays under the same title, Maschere Nude, and 
the translations, “versions” they are called more 
express the need for certain amount 
improvisation rendering the dialect 
idiom several the original editions, are various 
authors. Included the collection are Liola, ver- 
brea sion Eric Bentley and Gerardo Guerrieri; 
You Think So), Arthur Livingston’s 
dello’s masterpiece, Henry IV; the more popular Six 
Characters Search Author, rendered into Eng- 
lish again Edward Storer; and Arthur Livingston’s 
Each His Own Way, (Cuascuno suo 
range The American edition this Everyman Li- 
brary volume excellently printed and bound, have 
been all the American editions this library, and 
should prove valuable libraries and theater groups 


making these plays more readily available than they 
been. 


Wassermann 


Charles Morning Time 
Permabooks, 1952. 480p. $0.35. (Original Simon 
Schuster edition, 1949.) 

Against the backdrop the governmental struggle fol- 
lowing the close the American revolution, Theron 
Hawley figures the endeavor unify the colonies 
into single government that would preserve individual 
sovereignty. The inclusion several scenes violence 
and passion make suitable only for adults. (Reviewed 
Best Sellers, no. 17, Dec. 1949, 150.) 


Padover, Saul Jefferson 
Revised and abridged edition. New American Library. 
Mentor Book). Feb. 1952. 192p. $0.35. 

The book under review abbreviated version 
Mr. Padover’s Jefferson biography which was published 
about ten years ago. The author less interested 
giving the reader picture the thinker Jefferson. And 
here again one particular aspect versatile and 
flexible personality with which Mr. Padover wants 
familiarize particularly, i.e., Jefferson’s contribution 
formal radical thought. values and 
problems right action are lesser importance this 
book than the insistence institutional and legal 
changes whenever necessary for the perpetuation 
“free government which was Jefferson’s ideal”. 


The application radical ideas the achievement and 
the perfection Jefferson’s ideal the various stages 
his life and his career the main theme Mr. 
Padover’s book. The incidents and quotations selected 
illustrate the author’s thesis are well chosen. 


William 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Wassermann, Louis 
Modern Political Philosophies and What 


They Mean 
Second edition. Garden City Books. Nov. 1951. 367p. 


the first part his book Professor Wassermann seeks 
familiarize the reader with the historical foundations 
and with the principal doctrines social “move- 
ments”, e.g., democracy, capitalism, state capitalism, 
Soviet communism, Christian socialism, Japanese fas- 
cism. The author presents the various doctrines with- 
out overt evaluation, refutation criticism, claiming 
that “each doctrine treated honestly possible, 
and with the fullest consideration all the sources— 
sacred, profane, and 


However, the way Professor Wassermann deals with 
the various “movements” gives the impression prefer- 
ences his part, fact which himself admits 
saying that “complete objectivity controversial 
field probably unattainable”. The author’s approach 
and methods consist mixture Hegelian “scien- 
tism”, positivism and pragmatism. This leads neces- 
sarily overvaluation those political philosophies 
with which the above methods are most closely con- 
nected and thereby rather incongruous picture 
the actual situation. the basis this approach the 


book offered “the men and women who value 
understanding guide action”. Has not already 
been sufficiently proved that action “guided” 
“understanding”, which has been achieved the above 
methods, will lead disintegration society rather 
than peace and led back the 
days unmitigated rationalism and positivism? And 
neither will any kind idealistic materialistic “scien- 
tism” serve proper guide for action. The first part 
the book leaves the reader puzzled and dissatisfied 
bypassing the essential realities our time. The 
shortcomings the book are illustrated the fact 
that the author devoted exactly lines out 220 
pages Catholic social doctrine—thereby entirely dis- 
regarding its absolute and relative importance the 
modern world. 


the second part the book entitled “Glossary 
World Governments”, Professor Wassermann intended 
describe the impact modern social doctrines 
the present political, economic and social structure 
the various countries the world. This part the 
book suffers even greater degree than the first one 
from the above incongruities. The picture the 
tical world—as presented this book—is unrealistic 
and lifeless. doubtful whether will contribute 
either correct “understanding” right action. 


William Roberts, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Williams, Oscar (Editor 

Immortal Poems the English Language 
Pocket Books. (Cardinal Edition C-50.) 637p. $0.35. 
excellent and valuable, because low-priced, collec- 
tion 447 poems British AND Americans from 
Chaucer Robert Lowell and Dylan Thomas. Shakes- 
peare has the largest representation with the 
songs, sonnets, and several the famous “speeches” 
from the plays. John Donne given entries. 
ton’s Christmas Ode, L’Allegro, and 
Lycidas are reproduced entire and there are other sam- 
ples his genius. Pope allotted pages, Burns 13, 
Wordsworth 17, Shelley 25, Keats 22, Hopkins 
16. Longfellow comes off very badly however with only 
one unrepresentative poem. But general, this 
well-selected and wide-range anthology, accenting lyric 
poetry, and would seem economical candidate 
for classroom text. 


Stevenson, 


Great Short Stories Robert Louis Stevenson 


Pocket Books. (Cardinal Edition C-48.) 370p. $0.35. 


Ten R.L.S.’s many stories, headed the popular 


Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, are presented 
volume that should prove bargain for any reader, and 
particularly suitable for courses English Literature. 


The others are The Pavilion the Links, Lodging 
for the Night, Sire Door, Markheim, The 


Bottle Imp, The Beach and three the tales 
from The Suicide Club. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
Pocket Books. June, 1952. 169p. 
Morrow edition, 1946.) 

Former district attorney Doug Selby, Sheriff Rex Bran- 
don and newspaperwoman Sylvia Martin, are all 
terested breaking the seal silence that the 
derer applies his victims. E.S.G. fans will welcome 
this deductive triumph but older mystery readers will 
protest the lack clues which help them solve the 
case for themselves. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 


no. 24, Mar. 15, 1946, 226.) 


Roberts, Kenneth Lydia Bailey 
Permabooks. June, 1952. 568p. (Perma special, $0.50.) 
(Original Doubleday edition, 1947.) 

somewhat more lush novel than Northwest Passage, 
this romantic tale United States foreign policy 
Haiti and the story Toussaint L’Ouverture who 
fought valiantly for Haiti’s freedom. There good 
deal adventure encrusted with vulgarity and ob- 
scenity that will probably adult great deal 


good nor harm. (Reviewed Best Sellers, no. 19, 


Jan. 1947, 159.) 
Gebler, Ernest 


The Plymouth Adventure, Chronicle 
Novel the Voyage the Mayflower 


Permabooks, 1952. 416p. $0.35. Literary 


Guild edition, Doubleday, 1950.) 


chronicle, only slightly disguised novel class 
Pilgrims not usually encountered history. The 
ligious and fanatic aspects are underplayed and the 


whole story treated simple colonization venture. 
Suitable for all readers. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 
10, no. May 1950, 22.) 
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